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Manawatū Whanganui Regional Council 

DIRECTIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Horowhenua District Council App-2017201547.00 

Koputaroa Stormwater 

Minute 7 

Background 
 

[1] On 8 July 2021 I issued Minute 6 setting out a further revised document exchange timeline. 
This Minute 7 supersedes Minute 6 and establishes a new document exchange timetable 
leading up to a hearing now set down for 10 and 11 November 2021. 

[2] By way of a comprehensive and helpful Memorandum dated 20 August 2021 from counsel for 
the Manawatū-Whanganui Regional Council (MWRC) I was advised that, having reviewed 
further technical information provided by the Horowhenua District Council (HDC) and after 
applying established legal principles regarding the scope of changed consent applications, 
MWRC officers reached the view that the changes proposed by HDC to the original stormwater 
discharge and earthworks applications are within the scope of the original applications. 

[3] The 20 August 2021 Memorandum from counsel for MWRC referred to above is available on 
the MWRC webpage and so I do not summarise its contents in this Minute. 
 

[4] Having reviewed the majority of the further technical information provided by the HDC myself, 
I agree with and accept counsel’s submissions regarding the ‘in scope’ nature of the HDC 
applications. 

[5] That means that the original applications can now proceed to be heard, inclusive of the changes 
made to them by HDC subsequent to their initial lodgement with MWRC. 

Revised Timeline 

[6] Counsel for MWRC proposed a new document exchange timeline which I agree is appropriate.  
The timetable is now: 

a) MWRC is to file and circulate an updated Section 42A Report, along with any other 
supporting technical reports or expert evidence, on or before 1pm on Friday 1 October 
2021; 

b) HDC is to file and circulate any briefs of evidence on or before 1pm on Friday 8 October 
2021; 

c) Any submitters wishing to call expert evidence are to file a written statement of that expert 
evidence on or before 1pm on Friday 15 October 2021,  

d) Any submitters wishing to file written submissions themselves, or have non-expert 
persons to appear on their behalf, are requested and strongly urged to provide written 
statements of that evidence on or before 1pm on Friday 22 October 2021; 

e) If MWRC, HDC, or any submitter propose to have legal counsel present legal 
submissions, these are to be filed by 1 PM on Wednesday 27 October 2021. 

[7] Submitters are requested to take particular note of the dates in (c) and (d) above. 

[8] The above timeline of dates supersedes and replaces the dates previously set out in Minute 6. 

[9] All other procedural directions and requirements contained in Minute 1 continue to apply. 

[10] In particular, I wish to reiterate that all evidence and legal submissions lodged must be in either 
Microsoft WORD or PDF format.  Documents must be ‘unlocked’ so that they are able to be 
annotated by the Commissioner. 



 

2 

 

Written Questions 

[11] I wish to advise Hearing participants that it is my intention to provide questions in writing arising 
from the Section 42A Report (and any accompanying technical reports or evidence), the HDC 
evidence and submitter expert evidence prior to the hearing, with written answers to be 
provided by the respective authors in writing prior to the hearing. 

[12] I may of course address further questions to the respective authors at the hearing. 

[13] I will also pose any questions arising from evidence provided by submitters themselves (namely 
not from experts engaged by submitters) or the submitter’s original submissions at the hearing. 

[14] In my experience the above procedure greatly expedites the hearing itself. 

 

 
Rob van Voorthuysen  
Commissioner 
23 August 2021 


